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Postdoctoral Research Associate 
Camden, London
c. £32,402 per annum inclusive 

This is a 3 year fixed term post.

Applications are invited for a Postdoctoral Research Associate position to work on a Arthritis Research UK-funded project entitled – Semaphorin 3A/new target for controlling loint pain?
The Project: Around 10 million people in the UK are affected by joint pain, osteoarthritis (OA) representing the most frequent condition. The project will test the hypothesis that a reduction of semaphorin-3A (sema-3A) expression during joint degeneration leads to uncontrolled local nerve ingrowth and joint pain. The aims of this project are to: (1) determine if chondrocyte-derived sema-3A blocks neurite outgrowth from explants of sensory neurons in vitro, (2) establish if sema-3A plays a role in the development of joint pain using 2 mouse models of OA and genetically modified mice which have no sema-3A in chondrocytes, and (3) determine whether mechanical loading, though physiological exercise or directly applied to the joint, promotes sema-3A expression in the joint to prevent nerve growth and joint pain.
These experiments will determine whether sema-3A could be used as a new strategy for the treatment of joint pain.

The Successful Candidate: We are seeking a highly motivated researcher with a PhD in biological or biomedical science, high quality publications in peer reviewed international journals. An experience in pain behaviours measurements in rodents and/or mouse models of osteoarthritis would be an advantage. 

The Setting: The successful candidate will join a collaborative group of researchers in the Comparative Biomedical Sciences Department of the Royal Veterinary College (RVC). The RVC is located in central London with a strong research environment and excellent facilities.  It also benefits from its closeness to other institutions nearby, allowing for interactions and collaborations with a large number of research programmes 

Prospective applicants are encouraged to contact Dr. Chantal Chenu (email:cchenu@rvc.ac.uk; tel: +44 (0) 207468 5045).

For further information and to apply on-line please visit our website: www.rvc.ac.uk
Job Ref.  CBS/
Closing date: 12 June 2017
Interviews are likely to be held end of June 2017
We promote equality of opportunity and diversity within the workplace and welcome applications from all sections of the community.

